Keswick Week 2 2006: Now that’s what I call church 

1: A church that cares about the world outside its walls

Defining our terms: What is church?

- a gathering (Exodus 19:17/Deuteronomy 10:4; Acts 2:42)

- with a great commission (Matthew 28:19-20)

Bible overview
Gen 1-3 – The Reformers restored the creation mandate to order & care for the earth from Genesis 

Abraham called to be a blessing to the nations

Jeremiah tells the exiles to get involved in the city of Babylon and be of benefit to it

Jonah told that God has compassion on the city of Niniveh and so should he

Matt 9:38 Jesus views lost people with compassion. He tells us to pray for workers to go into the world

1pet2:11 – Peter says pagans will praise Christ because of the way Christians live amongst them

Group exercise
Write a presentation to explain to others in your church why we should care for the local community

- 3 why we should care

- 3 what we’ll need to change

- 3 where we want to get to

5 barriers
• Irrelevance

• Consumerism

• Fear of ulterior motives

• Professionalism / managerialism

• Pluralism & choice

Group exercise
- who from your local community is not represented in your church?

- why is your reach limited amongst them? (ie comfort zones; cross culture resistance)

- what are the church’s cultural walls (eg service style, music, leader type, expectation etc)

Top tips on getting involved in the world outside our walls

Know your harvest field (Survey local area: who, what think, how could serve etc)

Build visibility of church 

– we exist (leaflets, signage, media, vox pops

– we welcome all (social activities & one-off events, welcoming strategy)

– we’re worth knowing (website, design, missionary small groups.)

 Demonstrate that Christians are fun to be around and relate to each other as family 

– Social events and fun days
– Sunday: Breakfast, coffee, lunch, tea, supper; event after services such as a talk on a current issue 

Get involved in the local communities 

– Culture events: Local history evenings, wine tasting, concerts, etc.

– Sport: put on sports tournament or screen big matches 

– Facilities open to local groups, parties etc.

Invest in the social capital of their communities 

– Social concern: community work parties (decorating, home improvements and furnishing, improving estates, giving Christmas hampers, etc.); disability support; bereavement counselling; recovery from addictions (alcohol, etc.); recovery from divorce, etc.; visiting in prisons; projects for the homeless.
– Freebies: Eg giving coffee and snacks to commuters, car washing by the youth club, roasted chestnuts at a Christmas fair, a gift wrapping service at local shops.

– Family life: Toddler groups; after-school clubs; youth clubs; adoption support; dads clubs to see children; crisis pregnancy support; holiday kids clubs, etc.

– Senior citizens groups / holiday club

– Awards ceremonies for top investors in the local community 
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2: A church that relates Christ to culture

Bible overview

Types of ‘Church’ in the bible:

Tabernacle in the wilderness
Temple in the land
Torah Community in exile
Transformed community in the New Covenant 

The lifestage defining of people groups:

Student - single - couple no kids - family primary kids - family 2ndary kids - older no kids home - retired
The dynamics of tribes:

Position maintainers - rebels – aspirants – new entrants – contented - disenfranchised

Group discussion

- which tribes do you have in the communities your church can potentially reach?

- what stops them exploring Christian faith?

The importance of relevance in evangelism

Lausanne Covenant

The development of strategies for world evangelization calls for imaginative pioneering methods. Under God the result will be the rise of churches deeply rooted in Christ and closely related to the culture.

Contextual church

The principle of the incarnation Jn 1:14

The experience of Pentecost Acts 2:7-12

The practice of evangelism 1 Cor 9:19 -23

The theology of grace Acts 15:19

Relevance bridges seeing and believing

Stages on the journey of faith:

Relationship building – respect building – RELEVANCE BUILDING – response building
Relevance meets people where they are

Maslow’s hierarchy of needs:

Biological & physical - safety – love, affection & belonging – esteem – self actualization 

Group discussion

- what relevance connection points to the gospel does each ‘tribe’ have that you’re looking to reach?

Top tips on relating to culture 

What is a fresh expression of church?

“A fresh expression is a form of church for our changing culture established primarily for the benefit of people who are not yet members of any church. It will come into being through principles of listening, service, incarnational mission and making disciples. It will have the potential to become a mature expression of church shaped by the gospel and the enduring marks of the church and for its cultural context.” (Steve Croft)
Connection social events

Connection topical events

Connection discussion events

Connection services
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3: A church that is devoted to growing community

Bible overview
Acts 2:42 purposes for meeting:

Teaching

Prayer and Communion

Praise

Fellowship & Food

Giving to & Serving others

Evangelism

Group exercise

For each gathering opportunity at your church, what proportion of the time do you spend in each of the Acts 2 purposes for meeting?

Overall (ie per month) how much time do you spend as a church in each of the Acts 2 purposes?

The values of growth groups

Christ-centred – ethos, discussion, vision, activities

Discipleship focused – aim to grow disciples of Jesus

Fellowship providing – body of Christ, supporting, encouraging, sharing

Outreach oriented – not self indulgent, a concern for others, vision for the lost

Gift/ministry developing – recognize, grow and support every member’s gifts
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4: A church that equips people for Monday morning

‘Dust’ Nooma DVD by Rob Bell

Bible overview

Daniel 1 speaks of:
Constructive involvement

Considered convictions

Critical distinctives

Practical proof
Strategies based on learning cycle

1. Receive information and analyse its significance

eg preaching, up front teaching

2. Reflect on meaning, discuss and apply

eg discussion groups in or after the service, a ‘making it real’ testimony after the sermon by someone whose story applies the teaching, ‘rest’’ / quiet time out to spiritually recharge and think through issues

3. Review options and act

eg prayer with someone after service, small group with accountability element, mentoring relationship, prayer group at work etc

Group exercise

Which activities fit into which stages of the learning cycle?

Epic Leonard Sweet has developed the EPIC church for a postmodern generation:

Experiential – Postmoderns come to church asking ‘is it real?’ rather than ‘is it true?’ They want to ‘live’ truths before they embrace them. 

Participatory – churches should be about people not programmes. 

Interactive – learning needs more than just the mind engaged – multi-sensory.

Communal –  the predominant experience is ‘communal anorexia.’  – the longing to belong. 






