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Defining Church

Emerging church

“The emerging church or emergent church is a diverse, controversial movement within Christianity that arose in the late 20th century as a reaction to the perceived influence of modernism in Western Christianity. Proponents of the emergent church embrace postmodernism and call the movement a "conversation" to emphasize its decentralized nature with contributions from people of a variety of beliefs. The emerging church seeks to deconstruct and reconstruct Christianity as its mainly Western members live in a postmodern culture. The emergent church is highly decentralized with little co-ordination. There is no mutually agreed upon ecclesiology about the role and nature of the church. Emergents share a willingness to challenge traditional church structures and organizations.” [Wikipedia ]

Although there is great fluidity in the emergent movement there are 4 values many share:

Generosity 

Doctrine which melds ideas from a variety of traditions (and other religions?)

· dialogue not confrontation

Conversation

Distancing from propositional exposition but seeking a narrative without absolutes

· use of internet, blogging etc

Taking action 

Community living which changes society around them

· social action

Experiential

Multi media and creative worship
· spiritual reflection

Don Carson points out 3 protests that lay at the roots of the movement:

Protest against modern evangelical churches

- pastor as CEO, biblical certainty, spiritual intimidation, isolation, big is better ‘programme envy’

Protest against modern thinking

- epistemological change; from thinking we can define absolute truth by linear thinking to discussion

- ‘from absolute to authentic’ with tolerance & sharing ‘life narrative’ rather than absolute ‘meta narrative’

Protest against modern evangelism

- pragmatic, seeker sensitive, polished programming, felt need topics, all appealing to baby boomers

(Adapted from Becoming Conversant with the Emerging Church, D.A.Carson, Zondervan 2005)

Fresh expressions of church

“A fresh expression is a form of church for our changing culture established primarily for the benefit of people who are not yet members of any church. It will come into being through principles of listening, service, incarnational mission and making disciples.  It will have the potential to become a mature expression of church shaped by the gospel and the enduring marks of the church and for its cultural context.” (Steve Croft, Fresh Expressions)

Liquid, go-not-gather, missionary church

But is it church?

Ecclesia

- a gathering of God’s people under God’s word (Exodus 19:17/Deuteronomy 10:4; Acts 2:42)

- with a great commission (Matthew 28:19-20)

- founded on the rock of Jesus (Matthew 16:18; Matthew 7:25)

But what’s emerging?
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The A to E of Church – related to Emerging Church

Authentic relationships

Good: belonging not just believing, being real, flat leadership structures

Risk: never call people to repentance

Straw man assumptions: Mainstream churches aren’t loving communities

Lessons for all: priority of people not programmes

• biblical risk

Biblical roots

Good: engaging with narratives in a post truth soc, creative communication

Risk: blurred statements of faith, creative experience over Creator truth

Straw man assumptions: the world has changed forever

Lessons for all: creative not just cognitive

• EPIC: Experiential, participatory, interactive, communal

Cultural relevance

Good: desire to relate, de-emphasises institutions, use of story

Risk: Culture defines, silencing of scripture if offends, whatever feels good

Straw man assumptions: mono Christian glue-to-mates

Lessons for all: cross cultural communication

• customer focused design

Discipleship renewal

Good: whole life discipleship, less sacred secular-divide

Risk: not rooted in cost of discipleship, pick and mix holiness (‘distinctive’)

Straw man assumptions: counter cultural lifestyle is practised

Lessons for all: 3 part learning cycle apprenticeship

• Receive info, understand meaning, act

Evangelistic reach

Good: get involved in community, kingdom theology

Risk: losing sight of need to cry out for rescue from wrath

Straw man assumptions: people won’t go to church / evangelistic events

Lessons for all: transformation of people and thus society

• relationship, respect, relevance, response

