Keswick 06 week 3

Church Planting

What is a plant?

Why Plant?

Types of plant

There are many forms of church plant, but they all share the principle of making church more accessible. 

This may mean meeting at a more convenient time:

– Midweek church in the evening or lunchtime

– After-school club followed by brief church ‘service’ when parents come to pick up their kids

– Saturday early eve church (pre-clubbing, not Sunday night when getting ready for the working week)

– Various times on Sunday: 9.30am (rest of day free); 11am (lie in); 1pm (over lunch); 5pm (still have an evening); 7pm (back from weekend away); 9pm (more club feel).

Or meeting at a more accessible location:

– Near other Sunday leisure activities such as sports or shops

– Church meeting in a café or other secular / informal venue

– Where parking or public transport is easy (by a transport hub)

– Satellites and multi-location: same service content but presented in different styles (music, language, informality, etc.) in different settings.  

Or a more accessible style:

– Church deliberately geared for people not familiar with Christianity

– Church for people for whom English is a second language.
Types of church plant:

– Reproduction: daughter church with distinct emphasis and independence

– Transplant: group going from big to small church

– Graft: similar-sized graft into existing group

– Ground-breaking: group moving to a new area to live and building a church by network evangelism

– Co-operative partnership: a group of churches get together to plant a new church

– Reboot: start again from scratch with a new leadership team or new vision or new strategy 

– Satellites and multi-location

– Multi congregations: same location

– Midweek / lunchtime church

– Minster church: a ‘cathedral type’ flagship church that has a large staff team and draws people from a wide area and is able to put on a big range of programmes but also acts as a ‘mother church’ to local churches in its area by resourcing and being a central venue for those churches to come to for big celebration events, training, evangelism events, etc.34
– Outsourcing: people resources and skills lent by one church to another  for a short- to medium-term
Stories of plants

Planning a plant (see over)

Dynamics of plants

· territorial competition

· homogeneous unit principle

· something old, new, borrowed and biblical

