GOOD TO GO – WEEK 4 speaker’s notes

Welcome

Talk 1

Because what you see all depends on where you’re standing

I was sent this email by a friend: “When I was maybe 2 1/2 years old my mum was out and I was playing with my toy tea set. Daddy was in the living room engrossed in the evening news when I brought Daddy a little cup of 'tea', which was just water. After several cups of tea and lots of praise for such yummy tea, my Mum came home.

My Dad made her wait in the living room to watch me bring him a cup of tea, because it was 'just the cutest thing!' My Mum waited, and sure enough, here I come down the hall with a cup of tea for Daddy and she watches him drink it up. Then she says, (as only a mother would know... 'Did it ever occur to you that the only place she can reach to get water is the toilet?’  

• Isaiah 40 - Do you not know the truths of God from the beginning?
1. God is the all powerful ruler who has authority over everything v21-25

2. God is everlasting Creator who gives all we need v26-31

V18-21 Or in other words, what are you thinking? They doubted God’s care (v27/28) and doubted his power – comparing him to other power sources (v18, 21, 25). That’s the issue: Seems obvious maybe that we hope in the Lord (v31) but so often we don’t and then wonder why our strength isn’t renewed! 

- Do you not know the transforming strength of putting your hope in the Lord? 

1. The comfort of atonement v1-2

- I hope in the Lord because he has removed my guilt. The sapping of strength for so many people is caused by carrying guilt or failure or hurt which remains unresolved. God takes it fully and deals with it fully – that’s grace which restores us into loving relationship with God. How is explained in ch 53. 

-What do you think God thinks of you right now – if you looked him in the eye what face would he have? Disappointment, anger, distain, unrecognition or delight . Comfort is knowing God’s restoration as a dearly loved child. (Prodigal son.)

2. The glory of new creation v3-5 

I hope in the Lord because he will bring me one day to a new creation (Rev 21). 1 Thess 4:13 – don’t be like those who have no hope. 1 Pet 1…

3. The certainty of God’s word v6-8 

I hope in the Lord because he guides me each day and as Ps23 says, leads me beside still waters. Easy to treat bible as just a book of words rather than encounter it as God’s living word. All about approach. I heard a talk this week about praying for fruitfulness. So I did so and when I was in hard situation I knew more self control and peace than have known for a long time – just didn’t worry me but my strength was renewed by God’s word and I knew his hope-filled perspective,

4. The tenderness of God’s love v10-11

I hope in the Lord because he holds me and loves me and wants the best for me – a conversation with him therefore is always strength giving.

Do you know those? Easy for Christianity to remain a badge we wear. It’s the difference between a spectator and player on the pitch - you may be a occasional spectator at church or a season ticket holder who comes every Sunday but you’ll only know hope if you become part of God’s team – relating to him personally. Hope is in the Living Lord who strengthens with his living presence – Eph 1:4.

• Daniel 4:30-34; Luke 15:17 – Looking down at our achievements or up to heaven?

- coming to our senses means seeing the bankruptcy of a worldview without God compared to life with God at the centre

When I grow up by The Pussycat Dolls

Boys call you sexy (What's up, sexy)

And you don’t care what they say

See, every time you turn around

They screamin' your name

Now I've got a confession hahaha

When I was young I wanted attention hahaha

And I promised myself that I’d do anything hahaha

Anything at all for the boys to notice me hahahaha

But I ain't complaining

We all wanna be famous

So go ahead and say what you wanna say

You know what it's like to be nameless

Want them to know what your name is

'Cause see when I was younger I would say

When I grow up I wanna be famous

I wanna be a star, I wanna be in movies

When I grow up I wanna see the world

Drive nice cars, I wanna have Groupies

But then comes the final verse which goes like this:

Be careful what you wish for

'Cause you just might get it

You just might get it

You just might get it

• 2 Cor 4:2 – set forth truth palinly

= the god of this age has blinded people – that’s the problem of idols as we saw last week – idols transfix people with their glittering promises and then enslave people with their demands to such an extent that people think their enslaved lifestyle is normality and that there is nothing else. And to add to that people are so greatly invested up to their eyeballs in a god who demands everything from them that the thought of switching to another supplier of their needs seems impossible. There is a big barrier to switching (like the barrier to switching banks etc.).
• 2 Cor 10:4-5 – Demolish strongholds

• The sky is green illustration:

If I say ‘the sky is green, did you know the sky is green, I thought you should know that the sky is green’, what colour do you think the sky is outside? You didn’t even check to look at the sky’s colour because every time I said the sky is green you were thinking ‘no it isn’t’ or ‘Andrew’s making a point’ or ‘he gone mad’ but your absolute certainty of your facts stop you looking at contrary statements with any seriousness.

2 Answers:

• Jonah
– show reality speaking an explanation of who God is: recognition of God’s power over nature (1:6); recognition of God’s ability to save (2:8-9); recognition of God’s right to judge (3:9); recognition of God’s abounding love (4:2, 10-11)

• Acts 13:16ff; 14:14-17; 17:16-33
– same gospel different explanations
= difference of sermon to Jewish audience in Acts 13 and Greek audience in 14 & 17

Differences 
Authority: Scripture and John the Baptist vs general revelation and creation 
Focus: Straight to Christ vs emphasis on God 

Emphasis: You think you are good enough but need justification vs you think you are free when you’re enslaved to idols 

Commonalities 
God is powerful but good (13:16-22; 14:17) 
They are trying to save themselves in the wrong way (13:39; 14:15) 

They need salvation God brings not something they do.
Based on a paper on Contextualization by Timothy J. Keller (Plantlife Consultations, London, 2009)
Quick Questionnaire
Talk 2 – explain false doctrines

There are four false doctrines people believe which make devotion to idols seem reasonable – doctrines that give traction to the idol and tighten people’s grip on it:

‘No God: My external value gives me internal value.’

This is a false doctrine of creation which leads people to think that their identity and value are based on their performance and popularity. But this idea is based on a faulty view of reality. Often driven by the misconception that science has replaced spirituality, people construct a world-view in which God is absent – and therefore purpose and eternity are also absent. 
The way to deconstruct this view is with ‘the big three’ realities: laws, rights and justice. Once we’ve gained people’s agreement that these three realities exist, our role is to show that all three are impossible to generate if the world is a closed system without an order or design behind it. How can I know value if the world is random? What rights do I have if selfishness is the driving right and justice is never ultimate?

‘No sin: It’s not my fault.’ 

This is a false doctrine of the fall which claims that we’re not the cause of the problem. Many people would agree they’re not perfect but would be much less willing to take all the blame and would be horrified to be described as a sinner. But, again, this idea is based on a faulty view of the reality of humanity. For example, our tendency to lie is more than just breaking a moral code – it’s a condition of the human heart which desires to protect itself and is willing to accept the harm it does to others.

3 new words: PERCUSSIVE MAINTENANCE. Defn: The fine art of repeatedly banging an electronic device against a hard surface to get it to work again.
THE OH-NO SECOND. Defn: That minuscule fraction of time in which you realize that you've just

made a BIG mistake (e.g. you've hit 'reply all').

BLAMESTORMING. Defn: Sitting round in a group, discussing why a deadline was missed or a project failed, and who was responsible.

‘No problem: I’m good enough for God.’

This is the false doctrine of salvation which leads people to think they can find what they’re looking for in money, relationships and status. But, again, this idea is based on a false view of standards – in comparison to others I may be doing OK, but what about compared to glorious perfection?

‘No worries: All “good” people go to heaven.’ 

This is the false doctrine of life after death – believing that God will let us into heaven just as we are right now and thinking of heaven in vague terms as a ‘room next door’ or a place full of white clouds and angels playing harps. But the challenge to people is whether this view has any evidential basis which gives confidence or whether it’s just wishful thinking.

Discussion Time 
Video 4-1 Interview with Peter Cave (followed by discussion)

Without God is there such a thing as justice and forgiveness – what do these things mean?

Talk 3 – explain the story of Scripture
• There are two ways to read Scripture: along the grain (ie the whole story) and across the grain (ie the individual passage). We need both. 

• Jesus used all Scripture – Luke 24:27, 45

1. Creation ‘God said… it was done; God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule.” God saw it was very good.’ (Gn. 1:9, 26, 31)
The reality of God is seen in all he has made and yet people suppress that evident truth. Our role is to explain that the creation account isn’t a detailed science analysis but far more fundamental: an explanation of the deepest truths of who we are, why the earth was made as it has been made and what our role is on the earth. 

The creation account tells us our true value as human beings comes from knowing our identity as human beings created in the image of God. Being made in the image of God means having the spiritual capacity to relate to God as his child and having the purpose of caring for God’s world as his earthly rulers. 
Order in creation is

1. God makes a perfect earth for us to live on and a cultivated garden for us to start from

2. God makes us in his image to live on his earth

3. God blesses us with all we need to live full and flourishing lives

4. God sends us to fill the earth (ie not just stay in the garden)

5. God commissions us to subdue and rule the earth (ie not just stay in a cultivated garden but bring God’s rile over the whole earth)

6. God commands us to take care of the earth – ie work is a God given role of humanity. Being made in the image of God gives an incredible privilege of relating to God but also the incredible commission to rule the earth – be creative and build a community of people who glorify God in word and deed. 

So What?

Connection point: Uniformity of nature and universal laws

The fact that the world operates according to fixed laws is not only evidence of a designer but also makes the argument that there is no God behind our lives inconsistent and illogical (see session 2 on deconstructing presuppositions).

Also in our evangelism creation of people in God’s image is a great starting point if people are asking the ‘who am I’ and ‘what’s my purpose in the world’ type questions.

2. Fall ‘All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God’ (Rom. 3:23)
David Bisgrove:  ‘Sin is building your identity and finding your greatest meaning, significance and security in something besides God.’ 
Ephesians 2 teaches us that a Christian is someone who has moved from death to life  and that the cause of death is transgressions and sins (v1). Transgression is going away from God’s law, sin is going away from God and setting ourselves up in his place as the one who decides right from wrong.

When I worked in the city we had the phrase CLM which meant a career limiting move. There were 2 ways to commit a CLM when my boss asked me to do something. 1. If she said ‘Andrew do this I could say ‘no’ – that would be a CLM. But more subtly I could say yes and then just ignore her and do what I thought was best or I preferred. More subtle but still ultimately a CLM. In the same way we can reject God in direct rebellion or just by ignoring him and deciding our own way to live – amounts to the same thing.

• Uncomfortable truth no. 1 is that the holy and pure God of the universe hates sin and because of our sin God cannot maintain the close friendship with us that we were created to enjoy (Eph2:3) – sin is serious and leads ultimately to the death of total separation from God forever.

• Uncomfortable truth no. 2 therefore is that we are sinners (Eph2:3). Becoming a Christian involves facing the truth that we do wrong (1 Jn 1) because we have a heart problem (Mk 7:21-22).

• Uncomfortable truth no. 3 is that we’re therefore dead in our sins – not a cold or sick but dead. Just like a physical dead body has no sensation to physical things or means of physical control, in the same way people who are spiritually dead have no sensation to spiritual realities and lack what is often called these days ‘a moral compass’. It seems harsh language saying you’re dead, but deliberate to describe the total transformation that a Christian knows (Jesus: you must be born again). It’s easy for people to see Christianity as a philosophy, some nice teaching re morals etc. But then just take it or leave it – doesn’t really matter, an added extra. Dead or alive language describes the nothing or everything spiritual realities that all people must face. 
Thomas Case on Affliction “We are proud creatures, full of self confidence and so God by strange and unexpected providences… brings us under the very sentence of death that we might not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead.”

The wages of sin is death and the reality of decay and physical death should be a clear sign that things are not as they should be and that we need God.

Ted Turnau:  ‘For example, take the death of a loved one. It is the clearest revelation of God’s wrath on fallen humanity, of the fact that our life on earth is “under wrath,” and that this territory does not belong to us (see Ps. 90:5-10). Popular cultural discourse responds by trying to domesticate death by surrounding it with symbols that attempt to make death understandable and palatable. We see a beloved character die on “Ally McBeal,” and somehow they move on with grace and dignity. So, too, therefore, can we. Or take, for example, a hurricane (another revelation that we are unwelcome guests here). Cultural discourse responds by putting up sea walls to prevent beach erosion (that consequently erode the beach further down shore). Or it responds by producing movies such as ‘The Perfect Storm,” which provides a quasi-existentialist counter-interpretation where heroic men and women struggle against a faceless, pitiless Nature and where somehow “love conquers all.” The cultural discourse reinterprets the revelation of God’s wrath into a blank fate that can be dealt with through the tenacity of romantic relationship; thus obviating the need for repentance to a personal God. In this way, the revelational discourse and the cultural discourse are dissonant and in tension with each other. (http://www.ransomfellowship.org/articledetail.asp?AID=288&B=Theodore%20A.%20Turnau%20III&TID=7)

So What?

Connection point: moral absolutes. Do you really want to live in a world where there is no ultimate justice? That’s not the way God created us to think because that’s not God’s character: he is full of justice and truth as well as grace. In our evangelism explaining the issue of sin and its consequences is a helpful starting point if people are very self confident and don’t think they need God or a personal faith in a saviour. Knowing God involves accepting that I’ve done wrong and don’t deserve his favour or love – without seeing the problem of sin we’ll never see the value of grace.
3. Salvation ‘There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus’ (Rom. 8:1) 
When I was a teenager I took part in the tall ships race to the Isle of Man - what I didn't realise is that we would have to sail through a colossal storm and spend days being tossed here there and everywhere by the wind and the waves. I'll never forget that feeling but I'll also never forget the joy of standing again on solid ground. The race was over and the danger had gone and I knew peace at last.
It's a great feeling isn't it when peace is restored - and that experience is the whole will and pleasure of God for us. Ephesians 1 describes God's salvation purpose being to bring us back into his sight (1:4) so we know peace with him (2:14-18). Eph 1 describes the means of salvation in terms of two redemptions: redemption of being restored to forgiven relationship with God (Eph 1:7 / Rom 3:24) and on the day of redemption, restored creation when we will live with God (Eph 1:14 / Rom 8:23). 
Why does redemption matter?  Because redemption describes the movement of God’s heart and the fulfillment of God's pleasure and will (‘in accordance’ Eph 1:5,7,9). Redemption is a principle rooted into the lifestyle of the people of God with laws of kinsman redeemer, redemption of debt and Jubilee:

Lev 25:23-24 The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine and you are but aliens and my tenants. Throughout the country that you hold as a possession, you must provide for the redemption of the land.

The picture of redemption is the picture of a debt cleared so it no longer can hang over us, On the cross, God deals with my sin by placing it on Jesus. He dies to pay for it and clear the debt. Salvation frees us from a prison of condemnation so that we can start a new life in restored relationship with God. It is by God’s grace alone that I can gain the status and security of being a completely forgiven, unconditionally loved and eternally cared for child of God. ‘I’m more wicked than I ever imagined and more loved than I ever dreamt possible.’
Redemption is one of the four pictures of the cross which give four facets of salvation. It’s useful to be familiar with all four so you can focus on or begin with the one which most relates to where the person we’re speaking to is starting from and what their barriers are to seeing salvation.

These are brief summaries (far more in John Stott’s The Cross of Christ):

Redemption: Christianity release from the slavery of guilt and receiving God’s healing of forgiveness. 
Justification: Christianity isn’t about proving ourselves to God by keeping more of his laws than we break. Rather than weighing scales God pays in full for all our wrong so that there is no charge against us to be accountable for – we are declared innocent by the death of Christ on our behalf.

Propitiation: Sin causes damage and separates us from a holy God who is rightly angry. On the cross the wrath of God is placed onto Jesus and dealt with so that we can be made holy and blameless in his sight (Eph 1:4).

Reconciliation: God made us to relate to him in a personal way as his children. Sin separates us from that relationship with God and stops us being the people we were created to be. In his love God sent his only son to take our wrong so that we could be restored as his forgiven children forever – adopted into his family. That’s the picture Jesus describes in the parable of the Prodigal Son (Lk 15) and is a picture of total transformation which comes by the grace of Christ alone – alleluia!

So What?

Connection point: Personal freedom and dignity. Because we are made in the image of God with the privilege of relating to him and ruling his earth it’s not surprising that when we try to live on the earth without knowing a relationship with God or the commission of God I’m going to find the earth ultimately futile. My heart will be restless until I find rest in knowing God as my Father who made me, sustains me, blesses me and loves me.
CS Lewis in Mere Christianity: “Most people, if they have really learned to look into their own hearts, would know that they do want, and want acutely, something that cannot be had in this world. There are all sorts of things in this world that offer to give it to you, but they never quite keep their promise. The longings which arise in us when we first fall in love, or first think of some foreign country, or first take up some subject that excites us, are longings which no marriage, no travel, no learning, can really satisfy. I am not now speaking of what would be ordinarily called unsuccessful marriages, or holidays, or learned careers. I am speaking of the best possible ones. There was something we have grasped at, in that first moment of longing, which just fades away in the reality. I think everyone knows what I mean. The wife may be a good wife, and the hotels and scenery may have been excellent, and chemistry may be a very interesting job:  but something has evaded us.”
In our evangelism the story of salvation has the power to transform people’s eternal destiny – our role is to explain salvation in terms people can identify with by explaining what it looks like to be reconciled to God and what it feels like to be brought holy and blameless into his presence and know his love in our inner being. In other words our challenge is to explain the doctrinal theory of salvation in such a way that people gain insight into the reality of salvation.

4. New Creation ‘Now the dwelling of God is with human beings, and he will live with them. They will be his people . . . There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.’ (Rev. 21:3–4) 
The amazing truth is that God pays for our forgiveness so we can live with him in a new creation he will make for us – a planet earth which is put back as God intended, where we can be the people God intended, in relationship with him, and fulfill the purposes he intends for us to enjoy. God’s invitation is to a future newly redeemed earth where his people live redeemed lives in a restored world with him for ever. That’s the amazing picture in Romans 8 and elsewhere – the redemption of the whole earth.

Problem can be that we focus on heaven (a resting place) not new creation (the final destination where the dead all rise and God’s people receive new resurrection bodies and be with the Lord.)
Ie If I said I’m going North on the M1 and I’m really looking forward to going to Newport Pagnell services you’d think I was odd and would ask yes but where is you journey ending – surely that’s the real purpose of your journey ands what you’ll ultimately looking forward to? In the same way what I’m really looking forward to isn’t heaven (which I may never go to if Christ returns before I die – ie I hope I never go to heaven!) what I’m looking forward to is new creation.

So What?

Connection point: death, eternity and meaning. New creation:
1. Makes sense of our human longings for ourselves and our world – longings to know release from decay and to know order and beauty of which we see just glimpses in the present.

2. Gives significance to human beings as people who will one day rule a world of peace because they will be renewed and the earth will be renewed.

3. Provides a tangible hope of a new physical earth – in other words a world to care for and rule just like we were made to do at creation before we messed everything up.

4. Gives meaning to our work now of building a people who will enjoy the earth to come together.

5. Makes sense of life after death (heaven with the Lord) and life after Christ’s return (resurrection earth – 1 Thess 4).
Tom Wright in ‘Surprised by Hope’ (SPCK 2007).‘Mostly, Jesus himself got a hearing from his contemporaries because of what he was doing. They saw him ‘saving’ people from sickness and death, and they heard him talking about a "salvation", the message for which they had longed, which would go beyond the immediate into the ultimate future. But the two were not unrelated, the present one a mere "visual aid" of the future one, or a trick to gain people’s attention. The whole point of what Jesus was up to was that he was doing, close up, in the present, what he was promising long-term, in the future. And what he was promising for that future, and doing in that present, was not about saving souls for a disembodied eternity, but rescuing people from the corruption and decay of the way the world presently is so that they could enjoy, already in the present, that renewal of creation which is God’s ultimate purpose.'
Telling this four-part story of Scripture is a powerful way to show people how God’s truth provides a firm foundation for life. In fact, knowing this framework enables us to explain a Christian perspective on any topic which is positive, biblical and enlightening. So on any topic we can:

– Affirm the fact that God created our world and that as Christians we affirm created things and desire to care for and order and transform God’s world for his glory.

– Point out how our restlessness and feelings of hopelessness are explained by the dehumanizing effects of our rebellion against God – sin cuts us off from the eternal realities of God, which we are made to know and which alone completes us.

– Assure people that when we know Jesus we find our longings for grace, truth and unconditional love fulfilled.

– Explain to people that we no longer need to fear death when we know the happy ending: we will be home with God in his perfect new creation. That assurance alone puts the troubles and injustices of this life in their proper perspective.

Tim Keller: “If I had to put this outline in a single statement, I might do it like this: 
Through the person and work of Jesus Christ, God fully accomplishes salvation for us, rescuing us from judgment for sin into fellowship with him, and then restores the creation in which we can enjoy our new life together with him forever. 

One of these elements was at the heart of the older gospel messages, namely, salvation is by grace not works. It was the last element that was usually missing, namely that grace restores nature, as the Dutch theologian Herman Bavinck put it. When the third, "eschatological" element is left out, Christians get the impression that nothing much about this world matters.”  Timothy Keller, The Gospel in all its forms (Christianity Today May 2009) http://www.christianitytoday.com/le/2008/spring/9.74.html
When talking to people it’s useful to think through which part of Scripture’s story connects most directly to their story or their objection to Christianity. It’s best to start with the part of the story that connects most directly and then move on to the other three parts. The following discussion focuses on how to use the different parts of the story of Scripture in different settings.

Discussion Time

Video 4-3 Optional example of Steve Brady using Scripture’s story of suffering 

Talk 4 – explain different doctrinal approaches

• 1 Cor 1:22-25
– Same gospel different objections
Robert Harris’ Imperium is a novel set in 60BC and outlines the battle at the time between 2 schools of thought – on one hand there were the lawyers who used power to win an argument: playing the political game to get powerful people on their side. Using the power of money to buy people’s support and then in court using power speaking with flowery language and energetic gestures and running to and fro in the court room. On the other hand are the lawyers  who believe wise and carefully chosen words will win through and persuade – that simply by stating your case without bluster or theatrics will convince hearts and minds. 

Paul was well versed in both cultures:

1. The Greek mindset is to look for redemption by wisdom.

According to 1Cor1:23, Christ crucified is thus considered foolishness. Why? Because the cross of Christ cannot be deduced by logic and reason alone. Wisdom says the criminal must be punished for the crime – anything else just is not fair. But God’s wisdom is deeper than that – in his wisdom, from the beginning of time, he has ordained that a substitute can stand in our place. That’s the wisdom shown in the system of sacrifice described in the Old Testament and acted out each year at Passover – in both cases God passes over the criminal and pins the crime and punishment on a substitute. That’s the wisdom of Isaiah 53. But people with a Greek mindset in Paul’s day cry’ fool – that’s not how it works.’ And people continue to say that to this day. As Polly Toynbee puts it – “I don’t want someone else paying for my wrong – I’ll make amends myself.” (http://www.guardian.co.uk/comment/story/0,,2051967,00.html)
But hold on a minute. Who is the real fool in this: the one who humbly accepts a love and wisdom from God beyond our wildest imaginings or the one who says ‘er no God, you’ve got it wrong, you can’t do that.’ – it’s an incredible arrogance and ultimate foolishness. As v19 says, the so called wisdom of the wise ends up leading nowhere but frustration if God is absent. 

2. The Jewish mindset is to look for redemption through power. 1Cor1:22 

Paul knew the reason so many Jews were rejecting Christianity is that the Jesus they encountered didn’t fit with the identikit picture of the messiah they were waiting for. They expected someone who would powerfully lead them to victory against Romans and restore the power and influence of Israel. But in the deep wisdom of God that is not what he chose – instead the messiah was the servant who washed the disciples feet and told them to likewise serve, he was the king who took abuse from the crowd and lashings from the soldiers and kept silent, he was the God who was innocent of all wrong and yet took the punishment for all wrong on himself. In fact he was the messiah foretold by Isaiah in chap 53. But many Jews didn’t expect that or see it when he came and thus far from being their saviour Jesus became their stumbling block – and for many, their rejection of him sealed their ultimate rejection by him. So again Paul says the only way we’ll see the power of the cross is by a radical switching of mindset. V26-29: God chose to use what in the world’s eyes is weak (3 times in v27-28).
In 2003 the US planed to fire between 300 and 400 cruise missiles at targets in Iraq – more than in the entire 40 days of the first Iraq war – per day – in a battle plan called "Shock and Awe" which focuses on the psychological destruction of the enemy's will to fight. 

God nullifies the ways our world works so no one thinks success driven power-play has any effect before him – so, v29, we don’t boast and say ‘I’ve done it’ but keep repeating v30 to ourselves!

See 3 approaches from page 4 applied on page 24 to approaches to doctrine

Phil 3:8-11. What to you is the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ? Study this passage for a moment and list some of the amazing realities Paul mentions.
The principle in 1Pet 3:15-16 is that we evangelists for a hope in us or for a message in a book. Our witness is based on having a great gospel about a living Lord to proclaim. That’s the principal factor in any personal one to one advertising as this secular article on evangelism by Guy Kawasaki, one of the original marketing team for Apple computers, describes in a recent article (you may want to print this out for people or just read selected highlights):
Guy Kawasaki The Art of Evangelism
Out of curiosity, I went to ‘SimplyHired’ a vertical search engine for jobs, and looked for openings containing the keyword “evangelist.” Amazingly, there were 611 matches--and none were for churches. It seems that “evangelist” is now a secular, mainstream job title. Indeed, the first eight matches were for evangelist jobs at Microsoft--go figure.

As people hit the streets with this title, they need a foundation of the fundamental principles of evangelism. Fulfilling this need is the purpose of today's blog.

1 Create a cause. As the previous blog called “Guy's Golden Touch” explained, the starting point of evangelism is having a great thing to evangelize. A cause seizes the moral high ground. It is a product or service that improves the lives of people, ends bad things, or perpetuates good things. It is not simply an exchange of things/services for money.

2 Love the cause. “Evangelist” isn't simply a job title. It's a way of life. It means that the evangelist totally loves the product and sees it as a way to bring the “good news.” A love of the cause is the second most important determinant of the success of an evangelist--second only to the quality of the cause itself. No matter how great the person, if he doesn't love the cause, he cannot be a good evangelist for it.

3 Look for agnostics, ignore atheists. A good evangelist can usually tell if people understand and like a product in five minutes. If they don't, cut your losses and avoid them. It is very hard to convert someone to a new religion (ie, product) when he believes in another god (ie, another product). It's much easier to convert a person who has no proof about the goodness or badness of the evangelist's product.

4 Localize the pain. No matter how revolutionary your product, don't describe it using lofty, flowery terms like “revolutionary,” “paradigm shifting,” and “curve jumping.” Macintosh wasn't positioned as the third paradigm in personal computing; instead, it increased the productivity and creativity of one person with one computer. 

5 Let people test drive the cause. Essentially, say to people, “We think you are smart. Therefore, we aren't going to bludgeon you into becoming our customer. Try our product, take it home, download it, and then decide if it's right for you.” A test drive is much more powerful than an ad.

6 Learn to give a demo. An “evangelist who cannot give a great demo” is an oxymoron. A person simply cannot be an evangelist if she cannot demo the product. If a person cannot give a demo that quickens the pulse of everyone in the audience, he should stay in sales or in marketing.

7 Provide a safe first step. The path to adopting a cause should have a slippery slope. There shouldn't be large barriers like revamping the entire IT infrastructure. For example, the safe first step to recruit an evangelist for the environment is not requiring that she chain herself to a tree; it's to ask her to start recycling and taking shorter showers.

By Guy Kawasaki. Written at: Marriott Hotel, San Francisco, California. January 12, 2006

Discussion Time: which apply directly, which don’t apply and which need adjustment?

Discussion time
Video 4-2 Interview with Peter Cave (followed by discussion)

How do you explain our justice and unconditional favour?

Talk 5 – Explain how developing choice architecture promotes belief
A nudge may be a piece of information or a reminder, either in the form of words or a visible piece of marketing which puts the product or service higher up a person’s list of wants or levels of awareness.
 ‘A nudge, as we will use the term, is any aspect of the choice architecture that alters people’s behaviour in a predictable way without forbidding any options or significantly changing their economic incentives. To count as a mere nudge, the intervention must be easy and cheap to avoid. Nudges are not mandates. Putting the fruit at eye level counts as a nudge. Banning junk food does not.’ (Nudge by Thaler and Sunstein)
What Thaler and Sunstein are suggesting is that we adjust the architecture of how choices are presented in such a way that we have a positive influence on people's behaviour and thus make their lives better (where "better" is a judgment of the choice architects.) Nudge theory is not simply displaying all the choices on an equal footing, there is an element of attempting to move people in the "best" direction. This must not involve coercion - nudges must be easy to avoid and must not block

off any other choices. It is based on the principle that it is impossible to avoid influencing people's choices one way or another; in which case you are serving people best by making it easy for them to make the best choice for them. In short, Nudge theory is about helping people to make, of their own free will, decisions that will improve their life. The information provided does not just enable an informed choice, it promotes or flags up the best choice for them.
The lesson for evangelism is that the issue for people is that they reject Christianity based on poor choice architecture – the truth of God is plain to all people as Romans 1 points out, but as Romans 10 reminds us, how will they know about grace unless someone provides them with the information about the choice of life? Nudge theory suggests that we can help people make a choice of eternal benefit to them by ensuring the information to make an informed choice is readily available to them. 
Key questions:

1. What incorrect information about Christianity is prominent in their thinking and stopping them taking the message of the gospel seriously? 
2. What changes can we make to their choice architecture which will increase their awareness of the blessings of Christ and nudge them to explore faith for themselves?

Three types of spiritual nudge: 
1. The game changing evidence for the resurrection of Christ 
On the launch of Apple’s iPad the Wall Street Journal said: "last time there was this much excitement about a tablet, it had some commandments written on it." Stephen Fry on the BBC website said that 'to call it much anticipated is the understatement of the year.' On Apple’s website they stated that it’s "our most advanced technology in a magical and revolutionary device at an unbelievable price." 
The point is that it is what’s called a gamechanger – it will open up a whole new market for publishers, apps writers and consumers to enjoy. That’s what made the iPad’s launch such an anticipated event – like the iPod and iPhone it changes the way we do things. But that’s a tiny change in comparison to the resurrection – if it is true that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now and we will one day also rise from death and receive new resurrection bodies that is the ultimate game-of-life-changer.
As 1 Cor. 15 says that if Christ has not been raised then Christian faith is futile. The opposite is also true: if Christ has been raised then Christianity is about a living relationship with a personal God now and physical resurrection on the final day when we will all stand before God in life after death.

The resurrection nudge is about helping people see the full life changing implications of the resurrection.
2. The life changing gift of grace which can only be received from one amazing source and has to be offered for free
Chris Anderson’s book “Free: The Future of a Radical Price” demonstrates how people’s purchasing decision is radically altered if the offer has no cost attached. He describes an experiment where a group of subjects are offered a choice between two kinds of chocolate—Hershey’s Kisses, for one cent, and Lindt truffles, for fifteen cents. Three-quarters of the subjects chose the truffles. Then he redid the experiment, reducing the price of both chocolates by one cent so the Kisses were now free and sixty-nine per cent of the subjects chose the Kisses. As Anderson concludes: ‘The price difference between the two chocolates was exactly the same, but that magic word “free” has the power to create a consumer stampede.’
Anderson helpfully highlights the power of ‘Free’. In effect a free offer is judged by us using different criteria – but the complication is that two very different criteria for judging free gifts can be at work:

1. we can experience a offer of something for free as an indication that it is available abundantly. 

2. But we can also experience the offer of free as an indication that it’s not really worth much and because it didn’t cost me anything I might accept it but then leave it unused.

Evangelism therefore is about adjusting people’s choice architecture so they see the free nature and the cost of the gospel of grace. A nudge to see the amazing grace involves two aspects:

1. Salvation is offered free and is in abundant supply. 
For as long as people think their performance is necessary to become Christians there will always be a barrier – a nudge about abundant grace helps people reach the ‘tipping point’ in their thinking and understand that the gift of restored relationship with God is from the God of grace alone.
2. The ultimate cost of grace which is borne by Christ. 

God’s free gift of salvation is far more valuable than anything we could ever have asked or imagined but it’s value cost Jesus everything – God didn’t just say let’s forget your wrong, he paid for it in full.
3. The implication of the gift on the recipient. 

Grace isn’t just a get out of jail card to present to God at the end of your life. Grace transforms people because it releases us from the slavery of guilt and restores us into living relationship with the living God who desires for us to flourish and be like him. Accepting grace therefore is dangerous!
3. The sight changing reality of a personal encounter with God’s love and radical kindness

The kindness shown by Christians isn’t generated by restrictive rules but by a transformed heart. The more we know love from God the more we show the love of God (see diagram in handout).

1 Peter: be prepared to give an answer for the hope in you – being in a position to give an answer relies on being asked about our hope which relies on having a visible hope!

Discussion – Practice nudge method
Question Time; Feedback Forms; End. 













